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Synopsis
Becoming a big sister is an exciting time full of smiles, smells, hugs, and kisses.
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Customer Reviews

[This review also appears on Andi’s Kids Books.]In Big Sisters Are the Best by Fran Manushkin, the
little girl telling the story has a new baby in her family. She explains the differences between being a
baby and being the big sister and how she can be a helper to her parents. For young children who
are about to become the older sister, these are important points to understand. Some of the help
that the big sister offers is playing quiet board games or doing gymnastics outside so that they baby
can sleep. It's hard when Mom and Dad are busy with the baby, but she has her own baby doll for
which she can care. When the baby is settled, she can still have some of that quality one-on-one
time with her parents. She looks forward to when her baby is older and can also play with her. like
that this book gently acknowledges that sometimes it can be hard for the big sister when her parents
have to spend time with the baby, instead. Even though she knows they had to do the same for her
when she was a baby, it is still a big change. | like that she offers advice on ways that a big sister

can help. | also like the subtle reminder to parents that it is important to make some special time for



that older child. So many times it is easy to get caught up in the baby’s immediate needs that you
forget the older sibling needs a little TLC, as well.Because the characters have no name, it is easier
for the reader to imagine herself in the situation of having a new baby. The illustrations make the
baby look like a boy, but no reference to the baby’s sex is made. Again, that makes it a more
relatable story for the reader.The story is short and sweet. The illustrations are darling. This is a
book that families can enjoy with their children again and again.| received a preview set of galleys

from the publisher in exchange for my honest review.

Bringing a new baby into the home is a time of smiles and smells, hugs and kisses. Author Fran
Manushkin celebrates this special milestone with a sweet story that shows that there is plenty of
love for everyone, big sister and all.This cute little story can help an older sibling understand her role
when a new brother or sister arrives home. Narrated by Big Sister in short, straight to the point
sentences, she tells us what life is like with her new baby sibling. We learn the baby’s needs, Big
Sister’s responsibilities with the baby, and her parents’ role in both of their lives.Big Sister also tells
us the differences between herself and the baby. The baby sleeps in a crib, but she sleeps in a
regular bed. The baby drinks from a bottle and she gets cupcakes. Big Sister knows there is enough
love to go around and she will get her parent’s attention. Until it is her turn for that undivided
attention, Big Sister shows us what she does to occupy her time.The little narrator is a happy child
who clearly understands her role and the baby’s needs. If | had this situation in my home, this would
be a wonderful book to have. My daughter could learn the dos and don’ts of being the older child.
The little narrator explains all of this with joy and big smiles. The illustrations are colorful and have a
Charlie Brown feel to them with the large heads and small features.This is a balanced view of the
responsibilities and the joys of being a big sister. It also makes a point of telling us the love and
attention from the parents has not changed. The only thing that has changed in this big sister’s life is
her family love, which has increased by one. If you have a little girl about to become a big sister, this
is a good book to introduce her to life with baby.Note: received from NetGalley, courtesy of the

publisher.Originally reviewed at KidLitReviews.

This is an uplifting and fun book, that will surely make many new big sisters smile. That being said,
not every big sister sleeps in a big girl bed yet, and not every baby drinks milk from bottles. My "big
sis" is still in her crib, and | breastfeed exclusively. The bed thing isn’t that big of a deal, as it isn’t

hard to just say "you’ll be in your big girl bed soon!". As for the bottle feeding, that can be explained

too, but it would be so nice to find a book that illustrates BOTH bottle and breastfeeding babies, to



include a broader audience. This isn’'t a knock on bottle feeding, btw. Just a heads-up to other

exclusively breastfeeding mamas that there is absolutely no representation of it in this book.

| was hesitant on what book to get for my 6 year old stepdaughter. | am having her baby brother and
wanted to get a book that she could read to her brother and help her transition from being the only
child to being a big sister. A lot of other books had reviews that said the books sort of spoke badly
about the baby - how babies are stinky and cry too much and can’t have any fun. | didn’t want to get
anything that left a negative impression on a child regarding her sibling. This book is very positive.
No baby bashing here!This book does a lovely job of telling a story from the child’s perspective.
How the older sister can be helpful and also learn to play on her own and be quiet when baby is
sleeping, how to be a good big sister. The only "downside" for me was the talking about Mommy
and Daddy and how they took care of the big sister when she was a baby - and this was only a
downside for me because I'm a stepmother - there are no pictures of me with my stepdaughter as a
baby because | wasn't in their life yet. Not the fault of the book, but worth noting for any step parents
who may want to be aware of it before buying it for their children. It will not deter me from giving this
book to my stepdaughter, though.Also, my stepdaughter and my son are both mixed babies, so the

fact that the children are tan/brown was a nice touch as well!
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